
Proficiency Levels at a Quick Glance 

Proficiency 

Level 

Question to 

Ask 

Activities/Actions 

Level 1- 

Beginning 

(Entering) 

 
Minimal 

comprehension 

 

No verbal 

production 

Where is…? 

What is the main 

idea? 

What example do 

you see? 

What are the 

parts of…? 

Which was your 

favorite…? 

What would be 

different if…? 

Listen Draw Mime 

Point Circle Respond 

(with one 

or two 

words) 

Level 2- Early 

Intermediate 

(Beginning) 

 
Limited 

comprehension 

 

Short spoken 

phrases 

Can you list 

three…? Tell me. 

What facts or 

ideas show…? 

When will you 

use…? 

How is…related to 

…? 

What is your 

opinion of…? 

What way would 

you design…? 

Move Select Act/act 

out 

Match Choose List 

Level 3- 

Intermediate 

(Developing) 

 
Increased 

comprehension 

 

Simple sentences 

How did…happen? 

Which is the best 

answer…? 

What do you 

already know 

about…? 

Why do you 

think…? 

How would you 

evaluate…? 

What would 

happen if…? 

Name List Respond 

(with 

phrase or 

sentences) 

Label Categorize Paraphrase 

Tell/say Analyze justify 



 

Level 4- Early 

Advanced 

(Expanding) 

 
Very good 

comprehension 

 

Some errors in 

speech 

 

 

 

How would you 

show…? 

How would you 

summarize…? 

What would result 

if…? 

What is the 

relationship 

between…? 

Would it be better 

if…? 

What is an 

alternative…? 

 

 

 

 

Recall 

 

 

 

 

Retell 

 

 

 

 

Define 

Compare/contrast Explain Restate 

Describe Role-play create 

Level 5- 

Advanced 

(Bridging) 

 
Comprehension 

comparable to 

native-English 

speakers 

 

Speaks using 

complex sentences 

 

What were the 

most obvious…? 

What is true 

about…? 

How would you 

use…? 

What ides 

justify…? 

How would you 

have advised…? 

How would you 

improve…? 

Analyze Defend Complete 

Evaluate Justify Support 

Create Describe express 

 


